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SUBJECT: U.S.-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MARITIME BOUNDARY AND 
FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 25146 

1 . DEPT HAS RECEIVED INTERAGENCY CLEARANCE TO PROCEED 
WITH MARITIME BOUNDARY AND FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
DOM REP ALONG THE GENERAL LINES DESCRIBED IN PARA ONE 

OF REFTEL. 

2. DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS ON MANNER OF PRO 
CEEDING AND THE TIMING OF MEETINGS. INITIAL DEPARTMENT 
THINKING IS THAT GODR OFFICIALS WOULD NOT WISH TO FOCUS 
ON THESE NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL AFTER MAY ELECTIONS- ACCORD 
INGLY, DEPARTMENT IS THINKING IN TERMS OF A JUNE TIME 
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FRAME. DEPARTMENT IS HOPEFUL THAT RESUMPTION OF TALKS 
WOULD NOT BE DELAYED LATER THAN JUNE. AND THAT AGREEMENT 
COULD BE CONCLUDED THIS SUMMER. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL NEED SEVERAL WEEKS OF LEAD TIME BEFORE 
RESUMING NEGOTIATIONS TO PREPARE CHARTS INDICATING USG 
BOUNDARY PROPOSALS AND TO GIVE FURTHER CONSIDERATION TO 
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FISHERY ISSUES AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO SETS 

OF ISSUES. ALTHOUGH, IN THE END, USG WILL HAVE CONSIDER- 
ABLE FLEXIBILITY ON BOUNDARY WE CAN ACCEPT, DEPARTMENT 
WISHES TO IDENTIFY A PREFERRED BOUNDARY POSITION. 
FURTHERMORE, IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT AGREEMENT WILL 
ESTABLISH A PERMANENT BOUNDARY, DEPARTMENT WISHES TO 
REFLECT ON USG FISHERY CONCERNS AND ASSURE THAT THEY ARE 
COVERED BY THE FISHERY PROPOSAL THAT USG HAS ALREADY 
TABLED. DEPARTMENT FORESEES A USG DELEGATION OF COMPARABL 
SIZE AND COMPOSITION AS PARTICIPATED IN NOVEMBER NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL, IF DATES FOR THE NEXT 
ROUND COULD BE SCHEDULED AT THIS TIME. 

4. EMBASSY VIEWS ON TIMING AND MANNER OF PROCEEDING, 
PARTICULARLY WHETHER GODR WOULD BE PREPARED TO SET DATES 
AT THIS TIME, AS WELL AS VIEWS ON OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
RAISED WOULD BE APPRECIATED ASAP. 

5. DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS HAD OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF 
AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE YOST ON THE BOUNDARY AND FISHERY 
ISSUES APRIL 10. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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